
EXPLANATIONS OF COMMERICAL ZONING IN RIO COMMUNITIES, NM

C-1 The C-1 District is intended to accommodate limited retail and service establishments 

as a convenienc to nearby residential neighborhoods.  Commercial businessess in this 

zone shall be designed to be compatible and consistent with the needs and character 

of the surrounding neighborhood in which it is located.  Special use requirements may 

be required for size (over 3,000 sq ft), nature of business, adequate parking, traffic 

congestion and noise issues.

C-2 The C-2 District is intende4d to accommodate commercial/retail uses which serve both 

transient and local trade.  This district is intended for areas surrounding major arterial 

collector streets where a wide range of automaotive related services, convenience 

goods or and personal services are desirable and appropriate for this land use.

C-3 The C-3 Zone shall provide for the development of commercial services designed to 

community wide needs.  The C-3 heavy commercial district is intended for the conduct 

of serve business activity that is located at the edge of residential areas but serves a 

larger trade area than the immediately surrounding residential neighborhoods.  This 

district shall provide more intensive retail trade and commercial services, such as the 

outside sales of vehicles, motorcycles, boats, recreational vehicles or heavy and light 

machinery.  this district shall provide uses that because of size, operating characteristics 

or need for major street accessibility may not be suitable in the central business district 

or local commercial areas.

PD The Planned Development zone is any land that has been subdivided into lots, but has 

permanent construction on them.   Most were sub-divided as the first step toward 

building no housing, schools or other public uses.  Since most have no infrastructure 

in place, they can be re-zoned easily to many other uses or can remain as they are 

currently planned.  Planning and Zoning approval must be sought to re-zone any of 

these properties.

Examples:  See Planning and Zoning Ordinance at www.riocommunities.net for more 
examples of these zones.

C-1 C-2 C-3 PD

Library Apartments Auto Body Repair Residential Housing

Phar4may Auto Parking Lot Freight Terminal Schools

Real Estate Convention Hall Farm/Ranch Procucts Shopping Centers

Convenience Store Rhysicians Office Firewood Sales Parks

Clinic Recycling Center Kennel Recreation Facilities

Barbershop Motel Smoke Shp

Beauty Shop Spa Plumbing/Heating Shop


